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Amphiprion clarkii (Bloch & Schneider 1801) 



...do you know how to say it in ... 


Castelhano 

English 

French 

German 

Italian 

Polish 

Portuguese 

Species is similar to 


Pes payaso clarkii 
Clarkii clownfish 
Sebae clownfish 
Poisson clown clarkii 
Clarkii clownfisch 
Pesce pagliaccio clarkii 
Clownfish clarkii 
Peixe palhago clarkii 


Amphiprion tricinctus (Shultz & Welander, 1953) 


M 


Three banded clownfish 
Black caudal fin 


Distribution - Amphiprion clarkii has the largest distribution of the subfamily 
Amphiprioninae, extending beyond the Tropical and sub-tropical Indo-Pacific 
region into the temperate seas. It is found in lagoon reefs, generally over or at 
base of an anemone up to depth of 60m. 


Description - Clownfish from the Clarkii complex, the largest of the six complexes 
(11 species). The complex is named after the Amphiprion clarkii species due to 
its wide distribution and abundance. 

Amphiprion clarkii 

It has two or three white bands outlined in black on their body, one behind the 
eye and one above the anus with the third, if present, just before the caudal fin. 
It has a variable body color, yellow, white or black with the caudal and other fins 
in a yellowish color and/or in a lighter color than the rest of the body. The 
species has 10 dorsal spines and 15 dorsal soft rays, as well as 2 caudal-fin 
spines and 13-14 caudal soft rays. Females and males of similar size. 


For a better species identification of the other species of the Clarkii complex, it is 
common to pair six of the species, with respect to color pattern , i.e., 

• Amphiprion allardi and Amphiprion chrysopterus. 

• Amphiprion chysogaster and Amphiprion tricinctus. 

• Amphiprion akindynos and Amphiprion chagosensis. 
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Amphiprion clarkii 



To identify the remaining four species of the complex,i.e. Amphiprion bicinctus, 
Amphiprion fuscocaudatus, Amphiprion latifasciatus and Amphiprion omanensis 
one has to assess features such as color patterning, morphometries, head 
scalation, size and even tooth shape. 

Behaviour - It has a symbiotic association with the following species of sea anemones, 

• Cryptodendrum adhaesivum, 

• Entacmaea quadricolor, 

• Heteractis aurora, Heteractis crispa, Heteractis magnifica, Heteractis malu, 

• Macrodactyla doreensis, 

• Stichodactyla gigantea, Stichodactyla haddoni, Stichodactyla mertensii 


living within this anemone tentacles with mutual benefits for both species. 
Besides cleaning and caring for the host, when the clownfish brings food back to 
an anemone, the host is 
rewarded with crumbs from 
the fish meal and the fish, in 
turn, is protected from 
predators by the anemone 
while living within its tentacles. 

Its tail shape enables it to be a 
fast swimmer, allowing it to 
wander up to several meters away from the host anemone lookinf for prey or to 
keep at bay unwanted host guests. 

Males of the species are known to change sex even in the presence of another, 
dominant female; often, when females mature concurrently, they may both pair 
with the same male. 
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Amphiprion clarkii 



Temperature - The ideal temperature profile is from 26 g C to 28 ? C. Cultured 
specimens have temperature tolerance and are suitable for any aquarium, from 
30 9C down to 24 sc. 

Feeding - It is an omnivore species and feeding is not a major problem. Captive raised 
specimens can be fed fresh, frozen, pellet or flake food. In nature feeds on algae, 
zooplankton, worms and small crustaceans. 

Special details - Captive bred specimens are highly resistant, thus becoming the ideal 
guest for the aquarium. It likes to live in groups. Protandrous hermaphrodite. 
They are good swimmers. Provide a good space and you will have a peaceful 
aquarium. Oviparous. Eggs adhere to the substrate. Pair is maintained during 
breeding, and male guards and aerates the eggs. Monogamous. 

Lusoreef's Amphiprion clarkii ore considered to be an easy clownfish to mantain 
in the aquarium and are available in Juvenil and adult sizes. The juveniles start 
out with a yellow body color with three white stripes and as they progress the 
body color gets darkens to black, have three white stripe with a black edging, the 
first just behind the eyes, the second one above the anus, middle of the body and 
the third just before the caudal fin. The tail is yellow. 

Depending on the native geographic region it descends from originally, the third 
white sripe may fade out on the adult Amphiprion clarkii However, Lusoreef's 
Clarkii clownfish maintains the three white stripes. 

Recomended density : 1 or 2 Amphiprion clarkii clownfish per 100 I. They need plenty 
of space to swim. They will host in any of the known host sea anemones, large- 
polyps corals or live rock with hiding spots. They may swim away from its host 
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Amphiprion clarkii 



and if the host is taken by another clownfish they will look for another one and, 
occupy any «vacant» host found. 


Taxonomy 

Kingdom Animalia 


Phylum 

Chordata 

Subphylum 

Vertebrata 

Superclass 

Osteichthyes 

Subclass 

Neopterygii 

Class 

Actinopterygii 

Infraclass 

Teleostei 

Superorder 

Acanthopterygii 

Suborder 

Labroidei 

Order 

Perciformes 

Infraorder 


Family 

Pomacentridae 

Subfamily 

Amphiprioninae 

Genus 

Amphiprion 

Subgenus 

Amphiprion 


Species Amphiprion clarkii (Bloch & Schneide 1801) <- Clarkii complex 
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